
A Life of Blessing…Alive with Christ 
Ephesians 2:5 

 
Eph. 1:18 that you may know the riches you have.  

Christian today you are to think like saints and not sinners. 
      Some of you are living in the lie of the devil vs living in the truth of God 

       Fish and the sheet of glass.    
Stockholm syndrome   victim's emotional “bonding” with abuser 
Or like some captive Jews during WWII not realizing the freedom of VE Day 

The outcome of the war is already been determined 
 The cross defeated the enemy.  Today is a day we celebrate what God has done. 
  
 
                  
At times you have to know how bad it was to know how good you have it. 
Our Plight before Christ 
   We were objects of wrath deserving God’s judgment, hopeless along with rest of humanity 

This was our former condition outside of Christ. 
Sin was the driving force that controlled us, it could not be resisted. 

  The cause for all sickness, pain and death is sin. 
Outside of Christ there is no hope for fallen humanity because there is no way any of us can 
remove our depravity or pay for all our sins.  
There is no payment we can make satisfactory enough to atone for all our wrong doing. 
 
Ephesians 2:5  Even when we were dead in our trespasses  
This verse completes the thought began in verse one. 
 
The greatest problem is spiritual death. 
The greatest bondage is found captive to the world, evil and our sin. 
The greatest predicament is the wrath of God. 
The greatest two words “BUT GOD”. 
The greatest act was God’s display of love found in the death of Jesus. 
The greatest display of power was the Father raising Christ from the dead. 
The greatest result is our position being made alive with Christ. 
 
He satisfies for sin  Expiates former iniquities 
Spiritually dead and now spiritually alive. 
 
Our union with Him 
God made us alive together with Christ 
“made us alive together with” 
together before with to convey the strength of the verb  
This is the main verb that controls the whole paragraph 
With- emphasis on participation with Christ   
Make alive, give life to 
The result of God’s mercy and love is that he has “made us alive with Christ”  
The main declaration is that we are alive with Him, in union with him 
Out of his love he made us alive in Christ 
This is a life already to be enjoyed and celebrated 
To have salvation one must have the savior 
the twin events of the Cross and his Resurrection that are not to be separated apart 



Colo 2:13  When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 
you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 
 
 
Our new life is sharing in the new Christ received when he rose from the dead. 
New life means forgiveness of sins and liberation from former bondage, death and wrath 
What God has done for the Christian he has already done for His Son 
This is what the focus of the paragraph.  God made us alive in Christ 
Amazing reality of our spiritual recreation 
  
When he rose from the dead we received this life in salvation 
 
  
Romans 5:6-10  
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly 
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved 
from God’s wrath through him!  For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him 
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved 
through his life. 
 
Rom. 6:8-11 
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since 
Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 
 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Romans 8:10-11        

But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit 
gives life because of righteousness.  And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because 
of his Spirit who lives in you. 
 
Gal 2:20 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in 
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me 
 
Our participation with him in the resurrection leads to new life 
 
 
it is by grace you have been saved. 
God’s grace 
Saved- perfect tense describing a past event which effects continue in the present 
Grace is Christ work of salvation  Rom 3   Acts 20:24 
Salvation was already accomplished and is to be experienced 
Our salvation is the gift of God. To save in the perfect tense 
Grace he adds here and will develop latter 
Do you know that no matter what sin you may have committed, when by God’s grace you turn to 
Jesus 



John Bunyan: "And, indeed, this is one of the greatest mysteries in the world; namely, that a 
righteousness that resides in heaven should justify me, a sinner on earth!" 
 
Piper  
This is the great message of good news that God has for rebel subjects who are willing to lay 
down their rebellion. Instead of collapsing in grief over our rejection, he bears our grief. Instead 
of increasing our sorrows, he carries our sorrows. Instead of avenging our transgressions, he is 
pierced for them in our place. Instead of crushing us for our iniquities, he is crushed for them as 
our substitute. And all the chastisement and whipping that belong to us for our rebellion he 
takes on himself in order that we might have peace and be healed.  
Substitute for rebel subjects. That's the gospel.  
 
It is not enough to believe in the historical events of the cross. We must accept God's own 
explanation of the significance of His own acts found in the whole counsel of the Bible.  
 
These wondrous results could never take place apart from our union with Christ.  Here we who 
were dead in our sins (1-3) have found life in Christ.  Christ died for our sins to redeem us and 
forgive our sins (1:7) so that we could have new life in him and be united to him.   
 
 
Today is a day we celebrate what God has done. 
Our union with Christ through faith renders us free from slavery to the world, devil and sin.   
This is expressed in communion. 
One of the greatest and most sacred ways to celebrate this is by partaking in communion. 
What was once a metaphor is now a reality. Not an allegory but a reality 
  Jesus spoke of remain in me and I in you. 
Matt 26;26-28;    john 15:4-5   john 4 
Our union with him is like…. 
 
Are you born again?  John 3 
You must be born again 
Redemption accomplished and applied 
 
 
Our giving has been lower that we anticipated for the budget. 
Present this request to the Lord. 
 


